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Rexburg-You see her around campus.  You see her around Rexburg, but how many of you have actually 

taken the time to have gotten to know Kelly Valenzuela?  Not many people have, and if you haven’t, 

then you are missing out to get to know her.     

Valenzuela is 20 years old and was born on Nov 20, 1992, in Cypress, Calif.  She is one of four children in 

her family.  She is close to all of her sisters in her family.  More in particular, she is close to her sister 

Riley.   

She said, “I love all my sisters.  We have our ups and downs.  However, I get along with my sister Riley 

the most.   

Though she loves Riley, it was her older sister Megan that brought the passion of water polo in her life. 

Megan had already been playing the game of water polo for a while growing up, but Kelly got into the 

game her freshman year of high school.   

Kelly said, “My mom wanted me to get into a sport.  So I decided to do Water polo like my sister Megan 

did.”   

Kelly’s first year of varsity water polo was her sophomore year in high school.  She didn’t start that year 

but all that practice time payed off.  Her last two years, she started and helped her team win a couple of 

titles.  They won league twice but every year, they lost in the first round of C.I.F (California 

Interscholastic Federation).   

“It was hard to lose in the first round, but it was a learning experience”, she said 

When high school was coming to a close, Kelly started to apply to colleges.  She didn’t get accepted to 

Brigham Young University in Provo, Utah, and she knew already that she didn’t want to stay home and 

go to Cypress Junior College.   

She said, “I applied to BYU and I didn’t get in.  I didn’t want to stay at home for college and my friend 

Danika was going to BYU-Idaho.  I prayed and it felt right so I decided to come here.” 

Valenzuela is currently studying political science with an emphasize on American government.  She 

doesn’t know what she wants to do with her major yet, but she says that it is leaning towards either 

going to law school, teaching or working as a paralegal.  She hasn’t decided, but she says that as she 

continues to study, she will have a better idea.    

Valenzuela was shy growing up. 

“I was very shy growing up.  I didn’t talk to people who I didn’t know.” She said.   



She says that college helped her a lot with opening up more.  She still has self esteem issues and it is 

shown by the way that she is always texting.  It isn’t noticed unless you pay attention very well.  She 

mentioned that she has a hard time trying to find acceptance with herself at times.  However, for 

someone who doesn’t find acceptance in herself, she seems to make others happy, which she loves to 

do.  There is more to Kelly then meets the eye.   

“I am a fun person to be around.  I think once you know me, then we will be friends for life and you will 

never regret it.”   


